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The Test of the Press: Do We Show Them our Best?

“Here we 5if ina branchy row,
Thirking of beautiful things we know,
Dﬂmﬁl& af deedy that we mean 15 i,
Al comgnlate, in a minE ar hde—
Somerhing roble gnd prand and gosd,
Wom by merely wishing we could.”
—Rudyard Kipling, Read-Song of the Bandar-Log

It [ilked an entire store in the mall.

Hobbyisls were chatling as they peruged the shelves of merchandise.
Many peaple from ouatside the habby, captivated by the incredible detadl of
e sawe's window displays, had been drewn inside the shap and were
browsing oo,

A wall-mounted video manitor broadeast a promotional tape of the
hobby in action, with glimpess of shows, collections, and examples of
sapni of the hobby's finest creations. A oearby rack of hobby publications
servednot only as ahasdy “newsstand" for hobbylsts, but also aconvenient,
coticing, and relatively inexpensive way for e imtercated bot ualnitlaed
io get an “inside look™ at the hobby.

“And | had thought people were just playing with ihese,” more than
one person was heard o commenst. Their awed volees blended with the
camaraderie of the hobbyvists snd the stesdy chime of the cash register
creabe & symphony of suceess for the kobby. And as | left the shop, 1 was
brimming with respeci—those maodel railroad hobbylsts certalaly keew
how o do it right.

Reaping Respect

Modzl railroaders and dollhouse miniaturisie particlpate in
“respectshle™ hobbies, far nutdistancieg our model horss hobby In the
public's esteem. A large part of the réason is the professionalism with
which each hobby organizes and presents itsell. Let's face it, right mow the
madel horse bobby as o whole is s cenrally organized as milkeweed fluff
in 2 windslorm. Acd when it comes o public relstiorns, some hobbyisis
present an image that seriously undercuts the most "respectable" agpects
wi have going for us: equine education and art.

While mary of our publications play vital rales in keeping readers in
touch with what mekes our hobby tick, there are no professional publications
pl'trd'm:li b}' hﬂhbfﬁh. (et Abaat Horrer does oot count—while & P
publication, it is prodeced by Breyerchiefly to promole Breyer's prodects,)

Besides acomucopiaof clob newsletess, hobbyists prduce 2 handfisl
of much bmader-based pablications such as The Hobby Horse Nows,
Model Horre Gazette, The Arenz, and The Equine Miniatarint (formerly
American Modal Herse Collector's Dipest), But esch are amaiesr
pablicstions, s=d thelr sbility o “reach out™ to an sedicsos bevand the
immediste circle of their subscribers is limited. Editors” time, energy, and
rescurces are often &t 8 premium. At times, the inclesion of news and a
variety of views may be peglecied. Bul there are only so many hiowrs (s the
day, and when you work full ime o keep a roof ever vouar head, food on
the teble, and mode] horses on the shelves, ihai lsaves precious little tme
far producing a magazine,

What model publication could tum enough of & profit i eare & livisg
for its editor, much less for & staffT YWho has the money, talent, and time
to devest i and sepport & smanly desigmed, well-writien, and—dare we
dream?—perhaps even colorful megazine that might enjoy toy-siome ar
hobby-shop distribution? Mot me. And probably not you.

S0 we have our ametear publications thal serve quite capably as the
cillective “heart™ thal kieeps the lifzhlond of our hobby flowing. But we
don't hawe a profestonal magazine 1o spread the word, i atiract aftention,
io kecp the bbby aclive and growing and strong. ... o balster our image, in
both the eyes of the public and ourselves,
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Batthens: are plenty of pro magazines oul there that alnesdy shane same
comemon ground with us! Magarines on horses in general, breed-specific
publicatione, equine and animal set publications, even doll snd misiatures
publications—each is suited 1o carry 4 story sbout at least ans aspect of our
hobby, and all have a corsiant need for contenl. To have an aficle on our
hobby appear in a pro magasine, especially an equine-nelaied publication,
is & godden chance o gain some needsd prestige, recogrition, and respect,
And posilive press has a deflindle “domino effect™—once one publication
portrays you m agood light, others are more receplive Lo the idea of giving
you space. And the more people there sre whi read shoul the kobby, the
less likiely they ane o pigeonhole 1S a5 ninnies who make plastic ponies
whinny.

The Quest for Press

Chir hobby had its most influential shot af print nirvana over a decade
&go, When Classic—the now-defunct equine magazine that boasied superb
production values, high-class advertizing, asd some of the finest writers in
their feks—devoted seven pages, six color phatos, and a total of 66 inches
of print 1o the hobby.

When author Sandy Treadwell amived at the 1978 Maodel Horse
Congress io gather material for the |:|itr_-=_, Irma-ti.m-: h:lhh!,'iﬂ.]l,l.ul: Froclich
recalled, Al first he looked rather confused, and then you could see the
light dawning—Lkimnd of like, “wow, thit wasn'l like | expactied!” He tald
0s he thought we'd be on our hands and knees on the MNoor mlkiu: our
harsses gallop around—he never expecied us o be handling them as art
abjecis.”

“We had a lot af fun,"” chuckled Froelich. "Hzmrl this is befone
U e &0 many egod invalved  'We were having a good time, and of the
samne tme, we wene yiag o impress this nce man from the press thal we
weren't @ banch of welndos."

And Treadwell's report reflected the fun. “Al the very beast, they ans
misundersiood,"” be described the show's 65 attendess, and thea let the
ghowers speak for themselves. And spesk they did—on the hobby's
histary, on the purpnses it serves, on the many makes of mode] pvailshle,
how models gne sought oul, kow they ane remade, They defined what
Eirscted them o the hobby, and how hobbyists view their models and
themscives. Ia all, Treadwell captured the how and why of the hobby, as
will &8 sn element that has eluded our latest chronicler—the fact that
there"s nio wae paking Nan al kabbyigls who realize that their hobby can't be
taken deadly serioasly in the first place,

Perhaps prompied by the coverage |m Classic, other articles on our
hobby began to pop wp in mejor cgune magazines in the carly 1980s.
Western Horaeman, which hed published an assortment of shom pieces
throughowt the lute 1960k and 'T0s (for example, a contest 1o “name’
Breyer's them-new Chuarter Horze Yesrling mald), pablished “Model
Horses—The Tiny World of Kathisen Maestas' in its Ociober 1982 issue.
In ik articke, aathor Timothy Famell described the art of customizing
mxxdel horses i general amd the wark of Maestas in particular.

Hol on its heels was an encredited pizce in the November 1982
Appaloosa News, “Sometimes They Lay Horses On Their Sides." This
griicle also discussed the creative sspects of remakcing, with caphagis on
portrail models, and highlighted artist Linda Leach.

A regular feature in Perevian Horse World magazine, “Salute To An
Artist" placed model bobbyists in the spotlight at beast bvice, A 1982 issue
focused on the miniaure tack, wood sculplures, and remakes of Paso
enthusiast Charlene Marshall. And all the siops wers bel oul i the Awgust
1983 Perwvian Horse World Review, as Sugan GulTey was profiled wilh
three full-colar mode]l phalo illustrations, ten athers in hlack-and-white,
and various ather phatos of models scaltered throughout the issue! The
magazme was clearly impressed, and a iclling quote from Guffey was



