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Inside Straight Stew, Spicy Style

Actions have consequences,

Supe, vou knew that. Elzie Segar, creator of the “Thimble Theates”
comic strip, knew it too, Bt as he penned wards into & charscier's speech
balloon in 1935, be could never have foreseen thal those wards weald (6
80 uncannily well, half a cenbary lates, isio ihe context of our mode] horse
hobkby,

“Trea ewer body righl,” advised Segar's creation, a rough-hewn okd
viteran of the sea who was utlerly hanest, bad bearifelt morals, and pever
picked a fight in his bEfe. “Bui if they sleps oo ya, lay ‘em among the
S pe.”

Afier several years n ithe bobby, I've come o sdopl Popeye's credo
s my own. The majarity of the hobbyists are kind, wonderful folks, But
Lheere are alsa ummpuhu.;m ok there thal will Ciiee you i.fl:h!}' car, ansd
Ere mofe than heppy o kave fon ab your expense,

S0 how does the philesophy of Segar’s spokesman [l in? Make the
extra effont o reat other hobbyists os you'd like to be treated. He willing
to cat pisnple sorme glack and be understanding with them—after all, that"s
how you'd like people 1o be wwards wou, Bul if envone Lries o Lake
advantage of you and “steps on ya," by all means, have the cosrage (o stard
up for your rights! There's no need to be nasty, just firm. . and with luck,
your actions will makte them Dink twice abaul aking uncivil liberties with
anyome el

“The Inside Siraight™ is anesulof that philasophy, with a lad mare tacl
added to the mierprelation. The column discastes podential lrouble areas,
examines the possible siluations and motivations that lead o them. and
leaves it wp o you to decide whal ko do,

Inlastissue's “Dearh™ of a Showhorse: A RAymee for the Témes, Diried
o address the poesible motivations of the kendfol of remakers who ane
showing horses they have crealed, bot no looger own, in “customizer s
shows.”

Exp-uaur:shumua & model’s show lifz; if both the remaker and the
owner ane showing the horse, even in distinetly separate competitions, the
increased exposwere ameng a fairly finde number of judges will hasten the
end of that horse's succeasful show career. Even more alarming is the fact
that many of these remakers don't seem &0 have the courlesy ko ask the
méxdel's o'wners for permission & shoow theis properly, An owner, if asked
palitely, might say “yes.” Then again, he or she might say a0 Butif the
remaker doesn 'l agk her creations’ owners, lht-j' can’Liell her oo, and the
remaker can go on asporing heeself that her questicnable practices are just
lime.

Threragherat the two-decads history of the model-showing hobiby, all
show rights have traditionally belonged o the purchaser—na ifs, ands, of
buis. Butrezently, the self-sanctiomed actions of this handful of sriists have
raized the question, can @ remaker belp herself o @ horse's partial shaw
rights withouwl asking the owner? In chosing last isswe's column, [ posed a
questica in return b these remakers: “Which did you wast mors at one
Lime—ihe mansy, of the horse?™

Here, pringed word-for-woed, is the only letter of comment 1 have
received oa the subject:

Ardilh,

Each kssus of THAW, | read with greal irdarest your inskde Straight®
column. Natrally, there have besn many points | have agreed wilh and
rmany | didn't agrea with, but the latest aricl/peen simply plased me ol

Arg you sugiesting thalan aist cannod chow a peesure of hor wark o
arryona tor faar of offending the parsan wha bought the horse? Wiy the haall
should an artist de ary work a1 &l # the only thing to shaw for itis some cash?
Contrary to popular belial money is not the only motive behind an artist
crialing a modal. Try doing Eﬁb:h|m,ﬂtd|ingha.mnu somatime
and you might see what | mean. Why should semeana craate 5 moded lor
sameard aka's glory, parhaps lo never aven be coodited for it? 've held
ghaws in the past whens sevaral medels have caught my oye for whatever
recasan, 80| check Me back of the phata bor he kame of the artist so porhaps
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! can by somathing frem her, but hey, there's no name, no stable names,
nothing! Soma models that an artist doss ane never haard from oF soen
again. Arisis find al dstressing!

In an eadier column, you suggesied that if a customized horse doesn't
arrive ab your doorsbep an lime, don'l bather crediting the arist What kind
ol asining advica i that? Thesa's mens o e fhen this hobly Sl can dalay
the masl punciual of artists. |f (e horsa doasn't armmse aon Hime, it doesnt
charge e person wha did the model, | somaons askaed you In parscn who
did it, ara you going o lie bo tham because ifwasn'tan tima? Theartists mighy
B weal ] jusloui sedling herses and keave prople with your mindeset in e dust

Most arists put 2o misch inte heir work (yes aven onmadels that donet
meel masl people’s perfeclion standards). Mot only pride, pleaswe and
parsonal achipwamant bul slso tme_ headaches and aciual pain {yes pain,
alier doing modals lor 5 ar 6 years | have developed camal unned syndnome
and I've known ather arlists to gat the same thing or Bn arthritic condifion]
| dio miot o medals anly Termanay, rd | know e are ather arfists who feel
he &ama way. Why after all | go through o do a madal can't | uss il in
advertisamants and In an encledad club sysbam whans aach arlist has the
chancs ta show her range ol work and nol just one or o models 7 Aferwhat
an artist goes through, she has no Aights axcegpt to money? I the hisby
coimits o that, remakens might s well just elop creating. Whare wauld thad
leave youl, & sell-prociaimad °| can't remake a modal worth anything™ and
cithuers Bl you b ™ Are yous sl sore becaise you can'tjoin te club and musi
spard money lo get a decent remake?

& ewslomizer's show is simply a smal, enclosad oullat for anisls. s
fun [ramambar that word 7) i See &6 many Seaullul creations by each arist
layed ot in front of you, ©F course thesa artists are ot showing these
models outsida of designated showe. N & an unwritien nile o follow
thrawghau! B hobby and everyone spames b undaerstand tiks. Theee areng
kgalitias involved,

My berwfit show that | recently beld was wery succesaiul earming $30
for the club {on @ vary low enbry bea) and wae ralionally advartised o
infreduce the club is everyone. Meediss o say, the artists who sntered al
ke the idea and a few of these went on 1o join e club, | realy enjoyed
judging It {gain thal ward, anjayfun, why does it keep showing up?)

A model’s "daath” in the showing cama from the ceness thraugh heir
own stupid practices such as adversaing (Tnireducing the sensasianal Nina
AGross, saon (o be champion of the workd even thoegh | only have this ane
s—ty pheture of him™) and from showers putting a howse Inbo every class in
@iy Elow evan though he's not sulted far moetof hem! Ol course a judge
will get sick of the dasmn horse! The concapt of & cusiomizers club will nat
deatroy & horse's caresr, pou ansl

By thoway, Black Traln, Speady Lugy Luna ard Aomeona (formerly her
rame, e giey walking PAM recently boughtby Corky | ans bn the Cusbenizer's
Club. The PAM I'm aspacially fand of an allesr all Bue work | put indo kar, I'm
Gaing loshow ber lowhomewer | damnwall please {within e slaremen ianed
limits]. And low and behald, your's and Corky's namas are an the backs o
thir pictures, fancy thak, I'm not decelwing armpars into believing that | own
thase horsas. l'm gaying | craated tham an I'm damn proud of il

IFartisis decida thal they want this type of club and shaws {alber being
argund ler anly 4 menths, 19 have joirad), tharg & nething e buyens can
do about § sxcapd sbop buying the madels. The artistcan find arather buyer,
ol wou wil be stuck showing in OF Only shows

Parhaps since the arist created the horse and nol Sie idenlity, we could
resguire ani 1.0, change fo hielp with your prollemn but really thene's a sirgls
salulien te the problem of your horso's premature "deash"—show hem under
diflerent judges! Mew judges! Even ao-called qualifed judges hawe
somEl imes drastically difenent apinions sowhatwouid it hurt o ankar shows.
hrld by pacple you've never heand of

ﬂh\'m-l’y yaur arfiche infuriated me but perhags that was he peint. |
Simply wanl o scraam ot Arfists hava dghts aall

Sincaraly,

Carla Piorce, Triple Fox Shudis
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