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Neatness Counts—Showing Tips

In judging The Nobby Iorme News
Phoao Show, [ found that soemne of the entries
were very difficuln 1o 3om and place ino
their proper classes. When cnicring photo
shows, itiseasieron the judge ifeverything
you send is in & neat order, 1 decided o
write this article 1o help the beginners in
preparing their show entries, and also o
give some fips (0 the more experiencad
(NS,
The first thing [ would like iodiscuss is
the back of the photo, The back of the phata
is important because it has all the
information the judge needs. Too many
photos include unnecessary information, o
worse, nol encugh information. To make
the photo back more legible, tvpe all the
informanon on a sticky label (you caneven
by sheets of labels thatcan o in cOpiers),
or directly on the back of the photo, Include
the horses name, sex, age, bréed, and make
and mold. It's also a pood sdea 1o give
credit to the artist if i’ s an EEH hoese, [t's
mol necessary b include the hora's parents,
butin’s okay, Alsainclude club registranon
numbers il thay ane requined by vour club,
1 put this label in the upper-left hand of the
photo.

I put my address label im the bottom-
left. The kind that you lick the back
pometimes do not stick well, w0 | suppest
pemting the self-suck kind. A lakel with
some kind of design, such 33 a horse or
fMlower, is good because it helps identify
your phisios ai a glance,

In between these labels | place a picce
of Scosch Magic Tape (the ™ invisible™ kind),
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about 2 inches long on halter photos, 1 inch
on performance pictures. [ write the class
numbers on it becase it i3 much easier o
erate from the tape than from ihe photo
Paper.

Write the class numbers in pencil. Itis
best w0 write large numbers, with dashes
“=="in between the numbers, rather than
commas (commas can look like 1°5).
Always write yournumbens in chronological
arder, anddouble chieck them with the class
list.

Lastdy, I place a colored dot in the
upper-right hand comer of all my photos.
This identifies all my pictures and makes
sorting for the judge easier. Because there
are only a limited number of colored dots,
you could use a star OF some other sticker
that identifies all your phoios of & glance.

Whatever labels you use, if isimporiant
to place them in the same spot on all your
photos—if your photos aren’t coasisieat,
sorting will be difficult for the judge.

It is & good idea i put your photos in
some kind of protective bag or envelope o
protect them from falling ouwt if your entry
comes open en route 1o the judge, and o
protect them from modsture, | wsually put
my pictures in a Ziplock bag along with the
fees and extra stamps, with o note wrigen
onaPost-Ttsiuck to the Ziplock bag. Ziplock
bags are best iokeep photos in because they
ang xir tight. Water can do greal damage to
photos, and an ondinary eavelope won't
keepwaterout. |inclede my name, sddreis,
and namberof entries on a label snack wihe
bap. I always include one extra stamp. In
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your note include a Bst of what's enclosed,
This helps the judge determing wheiher
your enfry is complete, and also helps when
they retum your entry,

It's a good idea o pay vour fee by
check, but since many shows are $1.00 ar
less this is not always feasible, Never leave
change loose—tape it oa 3 2 5 card or piece
of paper, and it's a good idea w0 put looss
paper money in along with the photos.

The return anvelope is also important,
Write your address neatly sothe PostOffice
can deliver it easily. [ also write “Please
izpe shut” of the Map, but most jedges do
that anyway. The retumn eénvelope should
include the same postage 2 your mailing
envelope, plus 20¢ 1o cover the weight of
the resulis, Enclose one extra stamp just in
cate the results are extra thick.,

This may seem minor tosome showers,
but the envelope vou mail voar entry in is
very imporiand. | prefer to use manilla 4-1/
2" x 6" envelopes with a clusp. Regular
business envelopes don'thold up very well
under the weight of photos, bt if vou only
have a few pictures, it's okay 1o use them,
It's a gond icdiea b0 wride the date and name
of the show on the outside of the envelope,
This helps the judge who might be halding
two or more shows in one month, Always
include your return addness. If the entry is
nak delivered to the jedge it will then be
retumed o yoa, Chiherwise it willendupin
what's called a dead-leuer box at the Post
Oifice. Always include proper postage
because many judges refuse postage due
entries, First class postape rales are 25¢ for
the first cunce and 202 ench additional
ounce (you can sive money by using 20g
stamps).

Write "Photos enclosed, please hand
cancel” on the envelope, Most entries are
o0 thick o go through the postmark ma-
chines, buf it"s 2 goosd idea towrite iton the
envelope anyway because postmark ma-
chines can mangle valuable photos. Lastly,
tape the envelope shut onoe everything i
inside. Envelopes have come open at the
Post Office (once 1 received an opened
show entry with no photos ),

I hope this artiche has helped some of
you, If you have any questions, please fesl
free towrite, Enclose a SASE pnd | will be
happy to answer.,




